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The political developments in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya under the burner of Arab spring, the birth of South Sudan as the fifty fourth African state and the recent political problems witnessed in Mali, Sudan, Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo and Guinea Bissau are a stark reminder that Africa is still a continent on drift. This makes it difficult to predict the direction of the drift and likely socio-economic and political consequences for the continent. Paradoxically political developments in all the affected countries have the same underpinning factors namely, a political culture natured by negative ethnicity; elite focus on capital acclamation and protection of the same by patronage; the western government and corporate world collusion with the ruling elite for geopolitical and strategic interests and resource exploitation, and  continued failure of attitude change in Africa for communities to accept each other within the current artificial nation-state constructs.
Over the last five decades Africa has been covered by volumes of media and academic analyses about the “state” of the continent and its current fifty-four member states. Through these writings attempts have been made to diagnose what actually ails Africa from economics to politics, drought and floods to food insecurity, from population explosion to migration flows caused by conflicts, from malgovernance to poverty and dehumanizing living conditions Africa has stubbornly remained a continent that is constantly misunderstood to outsiders if not incomprehensible even to the rigorous scientific, economic and political might of the developed world. There is however some hope with the emergence of a new breed of Africans who are trying to explain Africa to the rest of the world from enlightened perspectives. Authors such as Dambiza Moyo and Isha Shivji, provide perspectives that are informed by close affinity to the continent, practical life experience within the continent and glocalised knowledge of the complex mix of factors that underpin the underdevelopment problems in Africa. 
But what still remains elusive even to the very eagle-eyed analysts is the inability to predict the direction in which Africa is drifting? Global problems which arise out of a combination of factors and take place simultaneously in multiple contexts have always brought uncertainty to communities the world over. These problems are never one- time events but cyclical occurrences which can be predicted. World societies are often able to achieve a certain level of come back in the aftermath of disasters, but Africa’s governance problem has defied the principles of recovery and sustained transformation. A unique trait of Africa is that despite its persistent state of vulnerability to different dimensions of global shocks (natural disasters and human and self-inflicted impoverishment), it has maintained some rare survival character. The problem in Africa is not its inability to respond to the problems on its development path, but it is the type of political management in the continent that contributes to its stagnation and impoverishment. While waves of transformations such as the democratization wind in the late 1980s and early 1990s swept through many developing countries including those in Africa, the outcomes are a reminder of how the continent can stubbornly refuse to transform in the way the rest of the world would wish. Instead the African political elite were able to reinvent themselves to such an extent that the political transformation outcomes remained largely a distorted version with distinct African character. 
The elusiveness of the locus of the African problem
The unfortunate side of the African case is that the existing political culture is devoid of any ideology that could help rally the various communities towards a feeling of common nationhood. Political culture refers to a "system of empirical beliefs, expressive symbols, and values, which defines the situation in which political action takes place". In the case of most African countries the political culture is largely constitutive of corruption, nepotism, negative ethnicity, and autocratic rule. The attitude problem of the African political elite in this context does not allow any meaningful reform and nurturing of a process towards nation healing, cohesion and building. It is a reflection of the complexities and contradictions in the contemporary African way of doing politics. It is also a manifestation of the values within which the political system operates, influenced by the postcolonial regimes whose behaviour is incongruence with the contemporary realities in Africa.
Also problematic is the elite focus on capital accumulation and tendency to prop up predatory states that serve partisan interests. Alongside this is the negative ethnicity or its alternative term tribalism. This relates to the absence of political will and visionary leadership to guide the citizenry towards solidarity of communities that rely on a shared territory. Until Africans accept that their states in the current formats are “imagined communities” it will be difficult to realize a durable political stability. In the context of discrimination, political and economic marginalization, discontented groups will keep striving to demand space in pursuit of their rights and interests at the state level, which many in Africa see as the key to development and progress through the state largesse and patronage.
 Is the continent still on drift?
Despite the setbacks in Zimbabwe in 2008, Kenya in 2007, Ivory Coast in 2011, Tunisia, Egypt and Libya in 2011 Guinea Bissau and Mali in 2012, the continent is beginning to make some fundamental steps in a predictable direction. There is an increased demand for accountability, peaceful transitions and focus on economic development alongside politics as exemplified by the case of Ghana, Botswana, and Kenya and recently in Sierra Leone, Senegal and Malawi. These are signs of which direction the continent is drifting towards. The drift is towards transformation, which has both an economic and political dimension. Signs of this include the sustained economic growth despite the global crisis, the rapidly emerging innovative young generation, improved infrastructure which is enhancing local and regional interconnectedness. These developments are enhancing interactions, cultural exchanges and positive influence towards democratisation and peaceful coexistence. The increase in the South-South relations due to the emergence of Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa (BRICS) is already facilitating new South-South investment flows, expanded diplomatic and new geopolitical relations.
 Durable solutions
Addressing the problem of African drift is something that still lies with Africans themselves. This demands a new and visionary leadership that is innovative and focused on the management of local resources using solutions from within for the well being of the majority. Without such types of leadership, the likes of the Tuaregs in Northern Mali, the Ogiek and Turkana of North Kenya will at some point in the near future rise up to demand what belongs to them in the imagined state. Also key to the direction of African drift are the external actors from the developed countries. This depends on if and when the West receives moral, political and economic salvation whereby they begin to see their long term interests through the lens of a stable, democratic and peaceful Africa with less poverty. The most interesting current development in Africa is the emergence of a vocal and assertive population demanding transparent and effective government. This group will shape the new African drift. 
Another way out of Africa’s drift is to goad the political will in Africa in order to facilitate an institutional re-engineering that leads to the establishment of institutional frameworks which the majority can identify with. This needs to be accompanied by a constitutional order that safeguards the rights of every group that belongs to the imagined community. Africa also needs to revisit the concepts of national building and state building – these two aspects have to go hand in hand while taking into account the contemporary realities in order to minimises internal tensions. The re-building of nations in Africa requires measures that encourage different communities to be part of the imagine community while at the same time creating opportunities for people contemplate the new “us”. These realities have to do with people’s aspirations and desire to go to school, get quality medical care, access clean water, have a decent housing, earn a living wage and pension and live in peace. These are not only a preserve of people in the developed world and African elites, but are part and parcel of social, economic and political rights which everyone is entitled to. The increased interconnectedness through globalisation implies that people cannot be confined to abject poverty and oppressive conditions for too long without the rest of the world knowing. 
Lessons from the Arab spring might send strong signals to the remaining dictators in Africa, but the African political elite have often ignored such warnings in the past. They have in many occasions managed to mitigate these global demands through political re-invention which camouflages the true intentions and tangible reforms that meets the global standards. Therefore true revolution largely lies with the ordinary Africans in the rural areas. These are the majority whose aspirations are constantly strangled by the political and economic elite in collusion with western political and economic powers. But their success will depend on the emerging middle class in African cities if they begin to value political stability and equal distribution of national resources. There is always the danger of an entrenched status quo when political and economic elite interests converge with those of a less established middle class. Africans therefore have to re-learn to wisely choose their development path and partners. The south-south relations create such window of opportunity for adopting a new mindset. 
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